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Small change in plans this time 
around. Due to circumstances 
beyond anyone's control, Mark 
Armstrong was unable to finish 
the “Firecracker Jack” story 
promised for this issue. But 
we've come up with a pretty 
decent substitute: we're re- 
printing the original “Jack 
Bunny” story (same character, 
different name) that appeared in 
Charlton Bullseye five years ago. 
It was my first exposure to 
Mark's work, and I think it's a 
story well worth preserving. 

In the course of rummaging 
through his files looking for that 
tale, Mark also came up with a 
number of other stories, 
including a delightful 10-pager 
featuring his duck character 
Chuck, which we'll be using in 
our Christmas issue, and a short 
“History of Surfing” piece which 
should pop up in early 1987. 
And someday, the muses 
willing, Mark will finish off that 
second “Firecracker Jack” story 
and we'll slam it into print as 
fast as humanly possible. 

I was going to talk a little 
about Ty Templeton’s story in 
this issue, but why bother? It 
stands so perfectly well on its 
own, that would just be 
redundant. So let me just: 

(1) welcome Tom Stazer back 
to the pages of Critters; 

(2) mention that next issue 
will be an all-Hallowe’en issue 
of sorts, featuring “Gnuff” 
“Lionheart,” and (in a Critters 
premiere) Steve Lafler’s outra- 
geous “Dog Boy”: 

(3) warn you that Critters #11, 
our special Christmas issue, is 
going to be big. Check out our 
subscription hype this issue for 
an idea of just how huge it will 
be; 

and (4) mention that the Usagi 
story in Doomsday Squad #3 
turned out ghastly because of 
an inept color separator. My 
apologies to Stan Sakai and 
colorist Tom Luth — well reprint 
that story someday and make it 
come out right, guys! 


That's all for now. Let's read 
some letters. —KIM THOMPSON 


Dear Critters, 

I've never written a letter to 
criticize or comment on a comic 
book before, but I think that this 
really needs to be said: Critters 
is one of the best comics on the 
market today! With stories by 
people like Stan Sakai, Freddy 
Milton, and Steven A. Gallacci, 
what else could it be? 

I just picked up Critters #5 
today, and it's probably one of 
the best so far. The conclusion 
of the “Gnuff” story was filled 
with great surprises and action 
and I hope to see them back 
very soon! Stan Sakai’s “Nilson 
Groundthumper” was really 
good. It's amazing how Sakai 
can fit a good, well-written. 
quality story into just four 
pages. And as always, Steven A. 
Gallacci proves that “funny 
animals” don’t necessarily have 
to be funny to be good with 
another chapter of “Birthright” 
This dramatic story provides an 
interesting break from the more 
lighthearted stories like “Gnuff,” 
“Captain Jack.” and “Nilson 
Groundthumper” (not that there's 
anything wrong with them). 

All in all, this is a great book 
and I hope it stays around for 
years to come! The only thing 
wrong with it is that it’s not in 
color, but I'd rather have black- 
and-white critters than no 
critters at all! Keep up the good 
work! 

Your devoted fan, 

Aaron Huffman 
Alexandria, VA 


We're working on some color critters at 

this time, Aaron. I'll keep you posted. 

And be sure to pick up DOOMSDAY 

SQUAD #5, which features a 

“Captain Jack” story in blazing color. 
—KT 


Dear Critters people, 
My congratulations on an 
excellent first five issues. I have 
[CONTINUED ON PAGE 30] 
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{CONTD FROM INSIDE FRONT COVER] 
totally enjoyed the fine stories 
and art and eagerly await many 
fine issues to come. 

I picked up Critters #2 because 
of the Steve Gallacci cover and 
story and found I enjoyed every- 
thing about the book. I haven't 
missed an issue yet and don’t 
intend to in the future. Steve is 
one of my favorite author-artists 
because of his interesting and 
thought-provoking stories in 
Albedo. He hasn't let me down 
one bit with “Birthright.” It has 
an action and attitude that 
makes you take notice and think 
about what's happening and 
what could happen. I'll hate to 
see it end, even for four issues, 
but everything must come to an 
end, especially Tosiu tyranny. 

I have enjoyed the “Gnuff” 
story and the social commentary 
it has contained. My guess as to 
why Dragons have to keep their 
wings hidden is that others are 
jealous of their ability to fly and 
so they hide them to try and fit 
in. I also like Councilman 
Siegel. He's such a stereotypical 
politician that I can’t help but 
sympathize with him. I wish 
him luck. 

Stan Sakai’s stuff is always 
entertaining and interesting. His 
art is just great but his style 
changes so much between 
“Groundthumper” and “Yojimbo” 
that it's hard to think of him as 
one person. I like his lizards, 
though; they stay the same. 

“Captain Jack” was funny and 
entertaining but it’s not my style 
so I'll just take his appearance 
in Critters and leave it at that. I 
do like Beezlebub, however. 

In closing. I'd like to say that I 
don’t mind your editorials. I find 
them informative and fun, and I 
for one, don't mind if you take 
up a little letter space to tell 
your views and other types of 
information, but only a little. 

Mark Anderson 
Sandy, UT 


How’s this? —kT 


Dear Kim, 

Since five issues of Critters 
have now been published (a 
number that most “indies” never 
reach), I felt it was about time 
to drop a letter. 

Before I give my views I think 
you should be praised for 
getting Critters out on a monthly 
basis. Since most of the stories 
in any given issue are part of a 
serial, it would be very 
annoying to have to wait longer 
between chapters. With some 
books published by other pub- 
lishers, it has become a joke 
with the long delays between 
issues. (All of Neal Adams's 
comics come to mind, for 
instance.) I also like the large 
letter section. It beats the hell 
out of a house ad anytime. 


As for the stories in #5, well, 
first the bad news. I have waited 
four issues to pass judgment, 
hoping the strip would grow on 
me, but I still have yet to enjoy 
“Gnuff.” While Freddy Milton 
may be compared to Carl Barks, 
one quick read through a Glad- 
stone Comic makes it evident 
that his “Gnuff” is lacking. The 
characters are simply not as 
likeable and interesting as the 
Disney World of Barks. Kim, you 
seem to enjoy his work a lot. 
You have seen more of it. How 
about printing a non-Gnuff 
piece of Milton’s to compare? I 
don't want to knock him down 
without giving him another 
chance to get up. 

How about “Nilson Ground- 
thumper and Hermy”? Well. if I 
had the choice between “Usagi 
Yojimbo” and “Groundthumper,” I 
would definitely take Usagi. 
“Groundthumper” was cute, but 
too predictable. But, if there are 
no options, bring it on. Any Stan 
Sakai is better than none. 

On to “Birthright.” It has 
constantly been one of the 
highlights of Critters. This issue 
was no exception. I, for one, will 
miss it when it is concluded. 
When it is over, I wish you 
would collect the saga into a 
graphic novel form. 

“Birthright” is an example of 
why I do not care at all that 
Critters is in black-and-white. 
The fine shading that distin- 
guishes “Birthright” would be 
obliterated by any coloring. Let 
Critters remain in black-and- 
white and maybe produce color 
reprints of certain features, or a 
color annual of other features. 
But keep Steven A. Gallacci’s 
work in black-and-white. 

While the poem was amusing 
and I wouldn't mind seeing 
more in the future, I'd rather 
have a full story from the hands 
of Lela Dowling. That brings me 
to what I would like to see in 
Critters in the future. I echo E.E. 
Dinkins's request to convince 
Michael T. Gilbert to do a new 
Wraith story. Tell him that if he 
doesn't Usagi might take his 
sword to Mr. Monster. (Hmm. An 
interesting idea for a crossover.) 
I also suggest the inclusion of 
Scott Shaw! and Ken Macklin 
and Reed Waller within these 
pages. 

One last thing. In response to 
Brent Winter's letter knocking 
the use of non-funny animals, I 
have to disagree. I support what 
Robin Reed wrote in his/her 
letter, but have to add that the 
marketplace, in recent months, 
has been flooded with “funny” 
(sic) funny animal books that 
feature the adventures of 
mutated animals. Mr. Winter 
can go get his fill from the 
latest Monsterized Mutilated 
Midget Manlike Moronic Mam- 
mals. Critters is different and 
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should be. Let drama and humor 
share these pages. It makes a 
good balance. 
J. Alexander Hall 
Santa Clara, CA 


We're working on a project to get some of 
Freddy's much-praised “Woody Wood- 
pecker’ work in print over here. (It seems 
silly, for one thing, to have some of the 
best work featuring a classic American 
character unavailable to American 
audiences, doesn’t it?) Sorry the first 
“Gnuff’’ story didn’t grow on you--I hope 
the second one, which started last issue 
and resumes next issue, is more to your 


liking. 

We will eventually reprint “Birthright’’ 
asa graphic album, I promise—probably 
next summer. Ken Macklin will provide 
another cover to CRITTERS in the near 
future (#11, to be exact). And I wouldn't 
be surprised to see Scott Shaw! pop up in 
the new USAGI YOJIMBO bi-monthly next 
spring. —ET 


To the staff: 

I am happy to find out that 
Mr. Gallacci’s characters from 
“Birthright” will be back in 
Critters #11. I still think that it 
would make a great animated 
film. Mr. Gallacci should call 
the people at Disney. and if they 
are too busy, then call Don 
Bluth Productions. It’s what kids 
of today need, rather than My 
Little Pony, Go Bots, and the 
Transformers movies, which are 
TRASH. 

Zack Mays 
Griffin, GA 


Thanks for the feedback, Zack, but do 
you read anything in CRITTERS beside 
“Birthright? Just curious. —kT 


Dear Kim, 

A little note to those jerks who 
are saying that “Birthright” is 
the right story, but in the wrong 
format — Put a sock in it!!! 

One never says that an artist/ 
writer has to conform to what 
others think he should— he/she 
must go with what he wants 
himself, or he fails to be what 
he is! [Huh? —xT] 1 know from 
experience! An artist must be 
free to express himself or he 
dies a proverbial death! A 
perfect example is Wendy Pini’s 
Elfquest. She was told it would 
never go anywhere by some of 
the same weak-minded nose- 
pickers that are so heavily 
criticizing Gallacci! But just look 
what happened! 

Bravo Steve! 

Mike Higgs, President 
Fantasy Studios Unltd. 


people in letters columns. Now I can sit 
back and have others do it for me. This is 
what an 


The other week I bought Critters 
#5 on one of my monthly 


excursions to the two nearest 
comic book stores, experiencing 
the conclusion of the first Gnuff 
story. I like the pace of that 


CREDITS: “Jack Bunny” and “Rodney Roadhawg” were written and 
drawn by Mark Armstrong. “Lionheart” was written and drawn by Tom 
Stazer. “The Ol’ Treasure Map Story” was written and drawn by Ty 
Templeton. The cover was executed by Mark Armstrong. Color separations 
story very much, something you by Impact Productions. Production by: Tom Mason. art director, and Teresa 
rarely find in comics nowadays. Moore, production assistant. Typesetting by Inez M. Gorell. CRITTERS is 


It's all intended to grab the | edited by Kim Thompson for FANTAGRAPHICS BOOKS and is printed at 
reader, either by ever-contrast- Port Publications. 


ing graphics from one panel to 
the other, or jerky points-of-view. 
There is the constant “unrest” 
that permeates the reading 
experience. 

One thing that let me down in 
that particular episode was in 
the plot: All those devices in the 
cellar of the apartment house 
that were to make us and the 
dragons believe were the cause 
of those so-called supernatural 
occurrences. That points in the 
direction of a carefully planned 


7 
wists inner | BUT ESPECIALLY, 
we lein in ‘the epilogue ebeut I D § GS i Co 8 DAY 
gue en medication end COMICS / 
believes he is possessed by the 
doings of poltergeists. Then why 
all the make-believe? 


Daan Jippes 
Tarzana, CA 


1 did, in fact, study the phenomena 
around poltergeists before writing the 
story, and it seems there is always a 


attention, and it works: He gets it—all 
that mystery! But (and here's the point): 
The “normal” identity does not, of 
course, approve of all these arrangements 
(the normal identity being that of an 


your neighborhoot. He vill most zurely 
kunfirm zis annaliziz! 
—FRED MILTON 


Hello Critters: 

I enjoyed #2 completely. 
“Birthright” is great. (I also 
collect Albedo and if Steve 
Gallacci did 100 comics a month 
I would collect them all.) I hope 
“Gnuff" stays this good because 
I know it can't get any better. 
But (yes, there's always a but) 
“Captain Jack” was a disappoint- 
ment. Not that I didn't like 


“Captain Jack,” because I do, it’s : Q : : : 
just his own comic came out this Begin my subscription to Critters with the next issue off the presses! I enclose 
month and I would have a check or money order for $9.00 for the next 6 issues (outside U.S., $11.00 in 
preferred a “Usagi Yojimbo” U.S. funds). 

tory. 
z qi collect Critters as long Oh, let's go for broke! Send me the next 12 issues of Critters — I've enclosed 


as you publish it. $17.00 (outside U.S., $20.00 in U.S. funds). 


Chris Brumfield 
Baton Rouge, LA 


Okay. Got anything else planned for the aoe 
half? 


mext decade and a 

Here's another tidbit of news: The ubi- 
quitous Stan Sakai will be contributing a address 
short piece to the upcoming TURTLE 
SOUP from Mirage Studios. And has 
everyone got his copy of COMMAND 


REVIEW, Steve Gallacci’s handsome state/prov. zip/country 
reprinting of early ALBEDO material? 
See you in 30 days! —ET Send to: CRITTERS SUBS, 4359 Cornell Road, Agoura, CA 91301. (Allow 6-8 weeks 


for your first copy to arrive; all copies mailed flat in protective envelopes.) 
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the mystery. 
the magic. 


HONK! Is the way you feel. HONKT 
s.a look, A style. It's natural. It ex: 
ipreases the inner essence 
that is truly you. HONK! is 
‘now. HONKY Is precision 
engineered for easy 
andl 


Tun free through 
fields of wild clover 


deep pools and stuf. Well 
maybe 1 
ton that 


We 
Read it, and be funny, 


ist ISSUE: 


‘The Don Martin interview 
MAD's Macdost Artist talks back! 


‘The Mark Marek Interview 
Inside the mind of the creator of 
Hercules Amongst the North 
‘Americans 


AND THE COMICS GENIUS OF: 
J.R. WILLIAMS: 

CHESTER BROWN 
DANIEL CLOWES 

BOB BOZE BELL 

GLENN DAKIN 

EDDIE CAMPBELL 

PHIL ELLIOTT 
MARC HEMPEL 


. +.and oh so much more. 
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Better yet! | have enclosed $1300! Send me the next 
‘i aves of HONK! 


